New England Colonies
· The New England colonies were Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Connecticut, and Rhode Island
· Puritans wanted to “purify” the Church of England by making services simpler and doing away with the rank of authority in churches
· Some of these Puritans, called Separatists, wanted to separate from the English church and form their own congregations
· In 1620, about 50 of these Separatists had become Pilgrims, people who travel for religious culture
· The Mayflower Compact they signed on their journey, described the way they would govern themselves
· When a rebel, named Roger Williams began preaching something different, he started Rhode Island and welcomed people with different religious believes.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Other New England colonies had similarly strong religious influences; however, their colonies often allowed church members to help decide the laws of the community that they lived in. This created various forms of self-governance, in town hall meetings and assemblies. 
