Slavery 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Slavery in the Southern Colonies developed over many years. 
· In the beginning, the colonists needed to make money so they began to grow cash crops. 
· Tobacco, indigo, and rice could be grown and sold to bring cash to the colonists. After a while, the colonists were unable to work the large areas of land themselves. Some of the colonists were unwilling to work in the fields. 
· So, the colonists began using indentured servants. In fact, the first workers brought from Africa and the West Indies were treated as indentured servants. 
· Eventually, the colonists realized they could make more money by not freeing the workers after many years. 
· The workers they brought would have to work on their plantation until they were sold or died. Sadly, the need for money caused many people to live a difficult life as a slave.
· Rhode Island was one of the largest slave-trading center in the world
· On large Southern Plantations, overseers were men hired by planters to watch over and direct the work of slaves
· They were whipped by their overseers if they did not appear do their full share of work
· They worked for 15 hours a day doing strenuous work 
· Enslaved people would get a bushel of corn and a pound of pork to last an entire week
· Despite their struggles, many African Americans preserved customs and beliefs from their homelands
· This included music, dances, stories and African religions
· A network of family became an African-American family culture, it was a source of strength even when families were separated

