The Middle Colonies
· The Middle Colonies were New York, Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.
· In 1621, a group of wealthy Dutch businesspersons formed the Dutch West India Company. The Dutch government gave the company the right to establish a colony whose sole purpose was to make money. The governor of the new colony was able to buy the land where their town was built from the Indians for around $24. Today, we know this land as Manhattan Island. (Think Time Square in New York City!)
· Life in “the city”- The heart of the city was the waterfront because these ships brought news from England and items like carpet, paint and books
· Market places lined the streets selling eggs, milk and cheese
· Skilled workers had shops like shoemakers, clockmakers and tailors
· The middle colonies had elected bodies of individuals who made laws for the colonies and were therefore self-governing. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The British were able to choose leaders of the middle colonies by choosing who received the land; William Penn for example, was given the land by the King allowing him to establish the colony of Pennsylvania. 




